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By Gary Parks 
UM Information Services
M I S S O U L A - -
Where do you go to see vir t u a l l y  every species and subspecies of waterfowl 
in the world? If you're not possessed of unlimited funds for travel, for $45 
you can look into a new book by a Univ e r s i t y  of M o n t a n a  graduate, Frank S. Todd. 
"Waterfowl," published by Sea World Press, is a 400-page study of the world's 
ducks, geese and swans.
Besides being an informative text, "Waterfowl" includes 788 color 
photographs of the birds, taken b oth in captivity and in the wild. Todd has 
been traveling the world for a decade with his camera, collecting prints of 
waterfowl ranging from the familiar C anadian goose to the distant Patagonian 
kelp goose. In addition to the waterfowl themselves Todd includes p h o t o g 7'aphs 
of waterfowl predators, landscape shots of the natural habitats of the birds, 
and pictures of their various nests and eggs.
The book also includes an appendix on p h o t ographing waterfowl, although 
Todd points out in t;ie text that he is "a biologist first and a p h o t o g r a p h e r  
second." The author, who perso n a l l y  took 750 of the p h otographs in " W a t e rfowl," 
stresses that his p h o t o graphic knowledge is not p a r t i c u l a r l y  technical but instead 
has been learned "the hard way, by trial and error."
(over)
UM GRADUATE PUBLISHES NEW BOOK -- 2
" W a terfowl” is aimed at the public, in fact Todd states in the preface that 
the m ain purpose of his book "is to increase public a p p r e ciation of waterfowl." 
This purpose is served v e r y  well, according to Dr. I. J. Ball, assistant unit 
leader of the Montana C o operative Wildlife Research Unit. Ball states that the 
book "contains a superb, c o m p rehensive c o l lection of photographs of the waterfowl 
of the world and has c onsiderable value to the scientist and layman alike.
Ball goes on to say that the book maintains the object i v i t y  and scientific 
accuracy sometimes mis s i n g  from such (publicly oriented) works."
Todd has m a d e  m a n y  local c ontributions to the study of wildlife, having 
donated several hundred specimens to the Univ e r s i t y  zoological museum, according 
to Dr. Philip Wright of the zoology department. Wright notes that during Todd's 
underg r a d u a t e  study at the U n i v e r s i t y  he was affiliated with the Los Angelos Zoo 
and obtained from there m a n y  specimens which he d o nated to the University. Todd 
also obtained m a n y  specimens from the Canal Zone, his original home, according 
to Wright.
Todd graduated from the UM in 1965 with a B.A. in zoology. He is p r e s e n t l y  
curator of birds for Sea World, Inc. in San Diego, Calif. Todd created the 
collection of waterfowl at Sea World, which is known as the most comprehensive 
in North America.
Todd has been involved with numerous expeditions all over the world to 
research and collect waterfowl. He has received m any awards for his work, 
including O u tstanding Propagation awards each year for the last 10 years, and the 
1977 International Wild Waterfowl Association award for the most significant 
contribution to duck propagation.
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